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Groundwater is often a crucial source of freshwater worldwide, particularly
Accepted: in arid and semi-arid regions. In these areas, groundwater resources are vital

16 March 2025 due to variable rainfall and high evaporation rates. Groundwater use is

increasing in arid and semi-arid regions due to population growth, rapid
economic development, increasing water demand, low cost, high quality,
and widespread accessibility. However, the sustainable management of
Keywords: groundwater resources in arid and semi-arid regions is extremely
challenging. This is because human activities have significantly complicated
and non-linearized the groundwater cycle and its dynamic processes.
Understanding and accurately predicting groundwater level fluctuations is
essential for water managers and engineers to develop better strategies,
mitigate the harmful effects of climate change, prevent over-exploitation of
groundwater, and develop water resources.
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In recent years, due to the non-linear and complex nature of hydrogeological
problems, models based on artificial intelligence approaches have been employed.
These models are inspired by the nature of living organisms and are capable of
solving problems of great complexity and scale. These models have drawn
considerable attention from researchers in the field of groundwater level
prediction. Therefore, this research uses optimization algorithms combined with
artificial neural networks to estimate groundwater levels in the piezometric wells
of Delfan County.

Materials and Methods

Delfan County, located in Lorestan Province, has numerous piezometric wells.
Only two wells, named Cheshmeh Khani and Khalifeh Abad, have long-term, ten-
year data records without missing data and were selected for this study. The
groundwater level parameter for these two piezometric wells was examined, and
the parameter for the rate of abstraction from the aquifer was obtained from the
Lorestan Regional Water Company, which is approved by the Iran Water
Resources Management Company. The parameter for the rate of abstraction from
the Delfan County aquifer was extracted from the SAMAB system (Integrated
System for Protection and Exploitation of Water Resources and Customer Affairs)
of the Lorestan Regional Water Company for licensed wells with operating
permits located within 500 meters of the piezometric wells under study. It is worth
noting that there was one licensed agricultural well with an operating permit
within the vicinity of the piezometric wells under study, and the output flow data
from this well were used in this research. Additionally, Delfan County has a
synoptic station, and temperature and precipitation data from this station, named
Delfan, were used. Therefore, the parameters used in this research include
precipitation §, temperature (T), groundwater level (H), and abstraction from water
resources (), every month from 2013 to 2023 (Persian calendar years 2013 to
2023). It should be noted that for modeling, 80% of the data (from 2013 to 2021)
was randomly selected for training, and the remaining 20% (2022 to 2023) was
used for testing, in a way that covers a wide range of data types. Therefore, in this
research, to model the groundwater level of Delfan County, located in Lorestan
Province, an artificial neural network model was used with wavelet, particle
swarm, and whale algorithms.

Results and Discussion

In this study, an artificial neural network model with wavelet, particle swarm, and
whale algorithms was used for the modeling process. The results showed that
hybrid models, in combined scenarios including all input parameters to the model,
have lower error compared to other scenarios. Therefore, increasing the number of
effective parameters in hybrid models based on artificial neural networks leads to
increased model performance. The results of the models examined, according to
the evaluation criteria, showed that the artificial neural network model combined
with wavelet transform in the Khalifeh Abad piezometric well, with the highest
correlation coefficient of 0.962, the lowest root mean square error (RMSE) of
0.375 (m), the lowest mean absolute error (MAE) of 0.215 (m), and the highest
Nash-Sutcliffe efficiency coefficient of 0.970, and in the Cheshmeh Khani
piezometric well, with the highest correlation coefficient of 0.951, the lowest root
mean square error (RMSE) of 0.436 (m), the lowest mean absolute error (MAE) of
0.224 (m), and the highest Nash-Sutcliffe efficiency coefficient of 0.960
performed better in the validation phase.

Conclusion

The research results, according to scenarios consisting of input parameters,
showed that in all the models studied, increasing the number of effective
parameters leads to better performance in estimating groundwater levels. In
addition, the results obtained from the evaluation criteria showed that the artificial
neural network-wavelet model has high accuracy and negligible error. Also,
according to the graphs examined, the artificial neural network-wavelet model
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estimated the groundwater level values close to their actual values, which is
evident in the time series and Taylor diagrams. Wavelet transform, by providing
time-frequency analysis, multi-resolution analysis, noise removal capability, and
high flexibility, has increased the accuracy of the artificial neural network model.
Also, in the whale and particle swarm algorithms, the accuracy of the model has
decreased due to being trapped in local optima. Overall, it is recommended to use
novel algorithms that do not get trapped in local optima to evaluate the accuracy of
the selected model. It is also recommended to examine the selected model in other
regions of the country.
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Table 1. Geographical Location of The Studied Piezometers.
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Number Piezometer Longitude Latitude Elevation (m)
1 Cheshmeh Khani 47°58' 56" 34°2' 57" 1824
2 Khalifeh Abad 47°59' 17" 34°4' 20" 1804
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Table 1. Parameter Range Used for Training and Data Validation.

Fe9im ORj9e] 0905

Piezometer Training Testing
Minimum Mean Maximum Minimum Mean Maximum
> 19.5 23.27 26.25 19.25 21.55 25
Temperature
b 0 44.43 201 0 61.25 185.5
Precipitation
. 1 11.95 35 3 15.83 35
water withdrawal
5 s
< o 1.02 4.62 7.68 3.15 4.6 5.8
Cheshmeh Khani
obT aads
L 1.69 6.18 8 5.75 7.12 9.37
Khalifeh Abad
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Table 2- Selected Combinations of Input Parameters of the Investigated Models

Number Input Output
1 T(t) H(t)
2 T(t), P (1) H(t)
3 T, P®.a() H(t)
4 T(1), P (1), g (1), H (t-1) H(t)
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Table 4- Performance of the Studied Models in Estimating Groundwater Levels
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