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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

The foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic of Turkey
PP: 329-347 (the Justice and Development Party period) has been influenced by the identity
attitude towards the West in recent decades. identity; As a tool for making the
foreign policy of both countries, it has had a significant impact on the
formation of the concept of national interests. The definition of the leaders of
Iran and Turkey from the West has been the basis for the definition of national
interests. The basic question of this article is the comparison of the
consequences of the way of looking at the West in the foreign policy of Iran
and Turkey, and it has also been tried to make this comparison within the
framework of the constructivist theory. The consequences of the identity
attitude towards the West were compared in issues such as the transformation
of discourse power into objective power, the continuity and discontinuity of
international policies, the exploitation of geopolitical capacities, the level of
development and the relationship between domestic and foreign policy.
Therefore, Iran's national interests are based on identity and value-based
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The issue of identity in the era of
globalization reflects the expectations of
foreign policy makers in Iran and Turkey
regarding their respective experiences
(Rosenau, 2006:203). The articulation of
obligations, expectations, norms, rights, and
duties by policy makers in Iran and Turkey,
as well as the reception of these concepts by
other actors, plays a pivotal role in
determining their roles in the realm of
foreign policy. The execution of foreign
policy and the adoption of roles are analyzed
at the level of Iran and Turkey's foreign
policy (Ari, 2009:5). In shaping their identity
discourse, Iran and Turkey leverage their
historical and cultural capacities, aligning
them with strategic narratives to construct
their unique identities (Wastnidge, 2019:
605-607). Normative structures, as integral
components of foreign policy dynamics,
influence the perceptions of policymakers
and the general public. In the broader context
of Iran's foreign policy toward the West,
historical facts hold particular significance
(Barzegar, 2019: 39). A fundamental
distinction in the identity foundations of the
foreign policy of these two nations lies in
Iran's negative stance compared to Turkey's
positive orientation toward the West. The
examination of the stages of role
identification in the foreign policy of Iran
and Turkey revolves around two axes:
identification of developed roles and the
interconnection of these roles (Cantir and
Kaarbo, 2016:15-17).

Methodology

In this study, a descriptive-analytical
research method was employed, utilizing
library sources, scholarly articles, and official
documents for data collection. A systematic
search was conducted within library sources
and articles pertaining to the study's field,
and the necessary information was extracted
from these sources. Through the analysis of
content gathered from these sources, this
research method has interpreted the
ramifications of the identity approach toward
the West in the foreign policies of the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the Republic of Turkey

(during the Justice and Development Party
era).

Results and Discussion

In Iran, the Supreme Leader serves as the
final arbiter of foreign policy decisions based
on the constitutional process. Emphasizing
the preservation of the Islamic Revolution's
ideological foundations, Iran views Islamic
ideology as a vital component of its national
interests. Striking a balance between Islamic
values and national indicators, Iran
encounters challenges in asserting ideology
or national interests due to dual Western and
Eastern standards. Iran's foreign policy
diverges concerning Muslim conflicts with
Russia, China, Palestine, and the West, often
prioritizing political and economic interests
over ideological considerations. The Iranian
government's anti-Western stance, coupled
with economic challenges, has led to a
diminishing ideological motivation among its
people. The election of Hassan Rouhani in
2013 and 2017 reflects a shift toward
prioritizing ~ economic  benefits  over
ideological values. In contrast, Turkey's
foreign policy under Erdogan's neo-
Ottomanism emphasizes secularism and
nationalism, showcasing a  pragmatic
approach that prioritizes economic interests
over ideological principles.  Turkey's
collaboration with Russia, normalization with
Saudi Arabia, and improved relations with
Israel demonstrate its focus on economic
benefits, showcasing a different ideological
and national interest approach to the West
compared to Iran.

Conclusion

The negative identity stance of Iran towards
the West, embodied in the formation of the
Islamic Republic, stands in contrast to
Turkey's positive approach, which shapes a
democracy oriented towards the West.
Constitutional changes are propelled by the
influence of Islamic legal identity in Iran and
the interplay of material and identity
interests. lIran aims for reduced Islamic
concentration, giving priority to
republicanism. In contrast, Turkey, with its
Western-oriented legal identity, emphasizes
military depoliticization in constitutional
reforms. Iran's collective identity,
constrained by conflict with the West, differs
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from Turkey's broader identity scope.
Globalization and mobile social networks
generate internal conflicts within Iranian
society regarding Western values. Iran's
identity conflicts arise from Shia-Sunni
rivalry, religious involvement in politics, and
the tension between traditionalism and
modernism, influencing its foreign policy
attitudes. Leaders' definitions of the West
have shaped the concept of national interests.
Turkey, prioritizing material interests, differs
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